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	Dear Chestnut Square Member,

The board of the Heritage Guild of Collin County and I wish you all a wonderful 2008!  

 

Lots of great things happened at Chestnut Square in 2007.  More people than ever enjoyed our grounds and facilities.  We held over 90 weddings - a record - with a record setting day on 7/707 of five weddings in one day!  Over 3,000 school children toured the facility and learned about our Collin County heritage.  Monthly Living History Days continued to be popular with more visitors than ever.  

 

Our quareterly member events were well attended and lots of fun - including wine dinners, Oktoberfest and a murder mystery!  Our Holiday Tour of Homes was another record breaker this year in both attendance and money raised.

 

We brought in new sponsorships in 2007 from Wal-Mart, The Chestnut Square Congregation and Valliance Bank which included funding and volunteers to work projects.  Once again, MCDC showed strong support for Chestnut Square by providing $197,400 in grant money for renovations of the buildings and grounds.  

 

Our valunteer hours were up this year with all the hard work put in at Front Porch Friday to finish our new reception facility, Make a Difference Day with over 100 volunteers on one Saturday and the ongoing efforts of our curation team and docents.  

 

Look for even more fun and improvements in 2008.  Stop by the Square anytime!

Sincerely,

Cindy Johnson 
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Bevel House Opens!

 

Most of us fondly remember this house as 405 Chestnut, but it opened as the Bevel Reception House at Chestnut Square in July, 2007.  The name Bevel House comes from the original owner of the property, Will A. Bevel who moved to Collin County when he was nine years old.  Initially he was a farmer, then engaged in ginning and the grocery business, owning the blue store on the corner of  Bevoe and McDonald.  

 

Laurie booked the first reception at the Bevel House in July, and since then the facility has really taken off.   In addition to receptions, we have held member events, birthday parties, retirement parties and corporate events at the Bevel House.  Feedback from our customers has been great!  The Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting in November was well-attended by members and local dignitaries.

 

Many thanks to all who helped make the Bevel Reception House a reality including the incredible contributions from Peter Maerz and our Front Porch Friday volunteers, McKinney Community Development Corporation, the McKinney Garden Club, Alexander Landscaping, Wal-Mart, Leadership McKinney and countless other volunteers.  The Bev el House will greatly enhance the reception facilities at Chestnut Square and allow us to use the Dulaney House as an exhibit house and utlize the North side of Chestnut Square for more eduational and member programming.  

 

When you receive your membership renewal look for special member benefits on facility rentals at Chestnut Square!
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John Dugan and Pat Rodgers Join Chestnut Square Board of Directors

 

John Dugan, Senior Business Development Officer and Senior Vice President of Valliance Bank and Pat Rodgers, Educational Consultant, Strategic Outsource Services, have joined the board of Chestnut Square Historic Village in McKinney, TX effective December 20, 2007. 
 

"John and Pat bring unique skill sets to the board that will be key to our success in growing our educational programming, improving our facilities and building relationships in the community," said Cindy Johnson, Executive Director of The Heritage Guild of Collin County. 
 

John and Pat will join the board as four current board members end their tenure on the board.  Dennis Chambliss, Tom Gerron, Robert Matlock, and Peter Maerz will leave the board effective December 31, 2007. 
 

"Our outgoing board members have taken Chestnut Square to a new level with their visionary improvements to the grounds and facilities.  They have made Chestnut Square Historic Village a true asset to McKinney and Collin County," said Johnson.  "We will miss their contributions as board members but look forward to seeing them at Chestnut Square as volunteers and members".
 

John Dugan moved to McKinney from Abilene in 2007.  He is currently Senior Vice President for Valliance Bank concentrating on business development and their Concierge Banking Program.  John joined the bank with over 15 years of banking experience.  Prior to joining Valliance Bank, John served as Director of Business Services for the city of Abilene.  In that capacity, he worked with downtown rehabilitation, historic programs and economic development, focusing on financial structuring of projects and compliance.  He also coordinated four citizen boards with oversight of legal compliance of by-laws, open records, meetings and appointments and monitoring legislative changes for the Abilene Improvement Corporation, Development Corporation of Abilene, Abilene Reinvestment Zone Number One (TIF) and Abilene Community Development Company.  John graduated with a BAS degree from Abilene Christian University and has his EDFP Certification.  He belongs to the Abilene Downtown Association, Cultural tourism Board, Center for Contemporary Arts, Texas Downtown Association, Texas Main Streets, Chamber of Commerce McKinney Government and Legislative Committee and the Allen Chamber of Commerce.  John is married to Stephanie Dugan and has three children, Spencer, Jillian and Taylor.
 

"To develop the future culture of the community, it is vital we look to the past; preserving the history and identity of the area.  I look forward to contributing to the ongoing success of Chestnut Square and hope to be a good steward for the organization.  I want to continue the great work of my predecessors to help insure future generations will have this tangible connection to their past,"
John Dugan said.  
 

Pat Rodgers has been a resident of McKinney since 1964 when she arrived with her husband, Charles, after receiving a B.S. degree in Speech Pathology and a graduate degree in Deaf Education from Texas Woman's University in Denton.  
In the fall of 1964, she became the first speech pathologist in McKinney Independent School District.  In 1985 Pat completed her supervisory and administrative certification and began a new career as an assistant principal at Faubion Middle School.  In 1989, she became the Director of Special Populations for MISD and held that position for 12 years.  She saw the special needs children population grow from 300 to over 1200 during that period.  
 

Pat was instrumental in designing and implementing quality programs for the district and was recognized by the Texas Education Agency with Promising Practices Award for children with speech and language impairments.  Pat was trained as a mediator and conflict resolution specialist.  She served as a mediator within the district and provided training to district administrators as well. 
 

After retirement in 2000, Pat became a private educational consultant.  Her business, Strategic Outsource Services, provides technical support to special educators, directors, and administrators across the state.  She has several software products currently on the market for use by districts and continues to design and develop services for children with special needs.
 

One of her most challenging opportunities in the last 7 years is to work with the Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center to provide quality special education services to Indian children on reservations throughout the United States.  She monitors their programs for quality assurance as well as provides technical assistance when needed.  Her latest endeavor will be to provide conflict resolution and mediation to states requesting services through the University of Utah, Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center.
 

She and her husband Charles have two children, Andrea and Chip and four grand boys, McLain, Aubrey Baker, Charlie and Garrett.  
 

"I am thrilled to have an opportunity to serve on the Chestnut Square Board and look forward to contributing to the historical preservation of McKinney, said Pat.  "We made a personal commitment in 2001 and purchased the Abernathy Warden home built in 1910.  We spent a year in research and renovation before we moved in.  In the process, we developed a true appreciation for preserving the integrity of a home while making it a home for the present and future generations.  We love the character of our old home and enjoy sharing it with others.  We became involved with Chestnut Square when we were asked to be on the Holiday Tour of Homes in 2006.  Our home was open to approximately 1800 people in two days. I realized at that point that we had something very special and it reminded everyone of their "grandmothers house or the one they grew up in.  For that reason, Charles and I are committed to helping maintain the integrity of other historic architecture structures in our community." 
 

"I feel that my best contribution will be in the development of the educational curriculum for Chestnut Square and continuing to develop and refine the partnership with MISD.  Making a difference in the lives of children has always been one of my life's goals and I look forward to another opportunity to do so."  
 

"It will be a pleasure to work with Cindy Johnson, the staff, volunteers, and the board."
 

 

 

MCDC Shows Support for The Heritage Guild



  
On October 20, MCDC voted to award The Heritage Guild of Collin County $197,400 for facilities restoration, landscaping and grounds work.  The McKinney City Council approved the award in November and the money became available on December 20.  
 

The grant addresses the following:
 

-  Restoration work on the Dulaney Cottage and Faires House
-  Improvements to the Dulaney House and addition of a gateway exhibit at the Dulaney House 
-  Renovation of the Duplex at Bevoe and McDonald to include public restrooms and curation 

   offices

-  Boundary fencing, improved exterior lighting, tree trimming and landscaping.
-  Improved signage throughout the village.
 

Our goal is to make Chestnut Square Historic Village the gateway to the historic district and a jewel that the City of McKinney can be proud of when they move City Hall to the former County buildings.  
 

The grant was made possible by our wonderful volunteer efforts which serve as a partial match for the funding.  In addition, we will be seeking additional house sponsorships, grants and in-kind donations to match the money provided by MCDC.
 

Look for improvements to begin right away.  The boundary fencing along Bevoe at the Bevel House is the first project!  
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Volunteers at Chestnut Square 
More Than Ever, Volunteers are the Heart of Chestnut Square!
 

2007 was a banner year for volunteers at Chestnut Square!  Volunteer hours were up over 20% with over 3,200 volunteer hours logged.  Two of our volunteers were nominated for McKinney Volunteer of the Year - Peter Maerz and our Living History Group.   Our Living History Group won the McKinney Group Volunteer of the Year award for their awesome contribution to our Living History Program.   Chestnut Square was chosen by Volunteer McKinney as the Make a Difference Day capstone project, with Leadership McKinney organizing the effort - and getting all the materials donated for the project!  Eagle Scout, Corporate, Community Service and individual volunteer efforts continued throughout the year.  Front Porch Friday was on most Friday nights and contributed to the ongoing upkeep at the Square.  Our Home Tour Committee organized and executed the most successful Holiday Tour of Home ever!  
 

Do you want to get involved?  Call Melody Snow at 972-562-8790 to learn about new volunteer opportunities.  We especially need:
 

-  A handyman.  There's always something that needs fixed at  Chestnut  Square!  From changing lightbulbs and 

   furnace filters to replacing doorknobs, these things don't happen on schedule.  If you're handy and available for on-
   call duty, we need you!

-  Docents, docents and more docents!  McKinney Tourism promises our tours will become even more popular as they 

    bring more peopl einto McKinney...in addition to our regularly scheduled tours on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
    at 11:00, we have wedding tours, group tours, the annual Holiday Tour of Homes and school tours.  Do you like to 
    share history through stories and meet new people? Become a docent!

-  Store clerks.  We anticipate that Dixie's Store will open more hours in 2008.   Do you enjoy selling that "must have" 

    dish towel, Civil War hat or taffy?  Sign up to help us out at Dixie's Store!
-  Landscaping crew.  With 2.5 acres we can't afford to hire all our landscape maintenance out...do you like roses, rare
    plants and perennials?  We have it all at Chestnut Square.  Any time you're available we'd love to have you come 
    on down and help out.  
-  Front Porch Volunteers.  We're re-vamping the Front Porch Friday program into Front Porch Volunteers so that we 
   can use every day of  the week for our volunteers!  Everyone who volunteers at Chestnut Square is a Front 
   Porch Volunteer and we hope you can show up for our quarterly group efforts.  Our first quarterly event is 
   "Spruce Up the Square" on Saturday February 16 and Monday, February 18.  What better way to use a three day 
    weekend (President's Day) than to volunteer at Chestnut Square?  We'll have sub sandwiches and cherry pie (what 
    else for President's Day?) and work  on cleaning out all the trash at the Square and pruning the roses.   
    Show up at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday and Monday and work until 2:00 p.m.
    Please call Melody at 972-562-8790 to let her know you're coming!

 

 


	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Quick Links...
www.chestnutsquare.org
Join Our Mailing List! 

Send us your e-mail from the link on this newsletter!

Upcoming Events:  
 

January 11:           Free John Wynn concert at the 
                            Bevel House for the first 84 people to 
                            sign up! Call  972-562-3993 to reserve
                            your seat.
February 8:           John Wynne Around the Square Concert
                            $20.  Call 972-562-3993 to reserve your 
                            seat.

February 16 & 18:  Spruce Up the Square!  Call Melody at 

                            972-562-8790 to let us know you're
                            coming!

February 22:          McKinney Repertory Theatre presents a 
                            Murder Mystery:  The Conflict Within at 
                            The Bevel House.  $40/person, $75 
                            couple.  Call 972-562-8790 for 
                            reservations.
March 9:               Living History Days!  
                            Annual Easter Egg Hunt and 
                            Fashion Exhibit.  
April 12-13:           Living History Days!
                            2nd Annual Civil War in McKinney Days!
                            This year both Saturday and Sunday!
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